"

‘eampaign, Chal-:

Heike
15
§§

E%ia

d
EY

4}f
-t

i Ti
i
i

i
i
EESE

|
E

guther 3 lacger number of per-

1)
B~ 4

4

pai;

himonaemm‘q(hhhdbl
gray hairs will find in him a
{ine specimen of an old head

;
J

The preceding article ap-
peared in the Clarksburg Re-
publican. - Oth e ¢ newspapers
were equally charitable about
the “young candidate's cam-

efforts in bis first race.

The Parkersbarg News had
this to' say: .

“In accordance with his reg-
ular appointment, M. Jenlins,
the Democratic caodidate for

.Congress, sddressed the people

on Wednesday'last tn a speech
of two hours’ length. with great
ability aod to the universal sat-
isfaction of his audience.’
Though the fact of his having
spoken here but ope week pre-
vious, and also the knowledge
of his intention to address the
people at various places
throughout the county «ept
many away who would other-
wise have attended. he still had
a good audience. who through-
out the whole speech listened
with great interest and unin-
terrupted attention.

“As was expected, the bur-
den of his elfort was directed
against the land division hum-
bug by Mr. Carlile
which he completely apnihi-
lated. No phase of R was neg-’
Jected, and the .most over--
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appears perfectly acquainted.
and be handles It with as'much
famdiarity -as @ boy does his
masbies. This bloated humbug

helming mass of arguments,
fairly. and logically stated, s0
that its warmest supporiers
were compelled to ackpowledge
the force and completeness of
its overthrow . . . The gains
of Mr. Jenkins -in this county
have greatly surpcised both his
triends and opposeats, evincing
really remarkable talents com-
bined with educatioa and gen-
eral information to a degree
very rarely to be found.-ln fact.
we predict’ for, him a position
in the next Congress in the
front rask of Virginia's solid
phalanx of Stats's Rights Dem-
crats.”’ - B

. ‘Praised for Elsqueses-
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wha Valley Star editorially &
clared oo May 13, 1357, short "1,
belors the closs of the cam-
P L
with’the evergy “and 2adl. of 3
Wise_(Governot ef Virgiaia 4n
Ed)," s winziag laarels - for
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sources of opoosifion to Jer
kins in the botly-fought cam-
paign. Congressman Carlile was
a seasoned and intelligent cam-
paigner and he was a mag of
greal energy and ability, as
demonstrated by his later lead-
ership in the founding of the
State of West Virginia and hus
career in the United States Seo-
ate.

supported by Press

In the . battle of the press.
however, Jenkins had most of
the newspapers on his side. Oc-
casionally, a Carlile-supyorting
newspaper like' the Parkersburg
Gazelts would come owt with
a stinging editorial calling o0
the Democrats to “trot back the
Cabell County colt and with
draw him from the caovass.”
But genecally, Jenkins had 2
favorable press throughout the
congressional district.

A3 the.campaign drew toward
a close, . the " mcumbent Coo-
gressman Carlile and his young
challenger clashed repeatedly
oa ‘public platforms, One of
these meelings is described is
the followicg accounted printed
in the May 26. 1857, edition o
the Kanawha Valley Star. 2
few days pcior to the dectioa
(which was heid in those days
on the fourth Thursday in
May): :

wOn Friday last the citzens
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latter gentlernan is's speech of
teo bours. He delt mere’
Lirgely than os:al in aspersiops
o(o\n’mcmm'ﬂiu"
aim seeming 1o be ls persuade,
had mmk into abjedm}y
and decrepitude in consequence
of having beea defraoded o of
large quastities of lard, which
had been given to the. western’
states. Not 2 word was mid by
him in faver of his land bill,
.or any other scheme of dis
tribution in particular. uniess
we consider as such the read-
ing of copious extracts from old
speeches of leading Dernoerats,
which he endeavored to torture
into a defense of the general
idea of distribution. Net a
breath of applause was elicited
from the most sanguine of his
supportess, at any time during
or at the conclusion of his
speech . . |
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to perpetrate slanderous reports
against him. many of w.aich
had originated in Glenville. He
next compored the past politi-
cal history of Mr. Carlile and
his party with their present po-
sitions, showing up their in-
consisteacies with an unsparing
hand. Be thes opened up oo Mr.
Carlile's system of distributioa,
and proved its utter incomipe-
tency as a whole to effect what
was claimed for it. as well as
its utter inconsistency, unfair-
ness and lack of merit of amy
kind. in any of Its points. The
minds of his audience wese en-
tirely disabused from the ef-
fects of Mr. Carlfle’s” defamar |
tion of Virginia, dod in'fact of’
all his sophisticaled appéals,’
while -the personal attackx ol
his opponent wers {riumpbaintly’
met and thelr intent: hirstraied
During his remaike be was .nd
peatedly interrugtad by “burshe
of applause . . TN LY
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As can be seen Jrom .the
above accounts, Journalism of’
that day- reflected (he bitter
partisanship of the campaign. .
It had indeed beem a groaling-
and kard . fought cootest be-

himaelf by his eloquence. logic
and reasoning - proving him-
-sell worthy of the support of
each and every voter in the dis-
trict wbo would guard and pro.
tect the public lands is as in
henhnce for ourselves and for
. our children Young as be is,

Reflects Partisansbip

“The speech of Mr Jenking
was like all his efforts. argu-
mentative and to the poini, He
most scalningly sarcastic re-
buke to those who had seen fit



